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Ronald Brown
The Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences concluded that UCSF had failed to prove that Dawson had solely conceived of or reduced the invention to practice prior to Bowman’s involvement. UCSF did not offer testimony from Dawson during the proceeding. UCSF appealed.

Ronald Brown
It is the “formation in the mind of the inventor, of a definite and permanent idea of the complete and operative invention, as it is hereafter to be applied in practice.”

Ronald Brown
Burroughs Wellcome Co. v. Barr Laboratories Inc., 40 F.3d 1223, 1228, 32 U.S.P.Q.2d 1915 (Fed. Cir. 1994), updated that standard, the court said (internal citations omitted): Conception is complete only when the idea is so clearly defined in the inventor’s mind that only ordinary skill would be necessary to reduce the invention to practice, without extensive research or experimentation. An idea is definite and permanent when the inventor has a specific, settled idea, a particular solution to the problem at hand, not just a general goal or research plan he hopes to pursue. Because it is a mental act, courts require corroborating evidence of a contemporaneous disclosure that would enable one skilled in the art to make the invention.

Ronald Brown
UCSF relied on a presentation and supporting report Dawson made in 1997 at a World Health Organization meeting. The majority, however, characterized those documents as, at best, “a general idea, acknowledg[ing] many of the difficulties associated with making that idea operative, and
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Ronald Brown
offer[ing] some thoughts on how one might proceed.” The report had used terms such as “preliminary,” “possibility,” and “potential use,” which fell short of the Hybritech standard, the court said.

Ronald Brown
Finally, UCSF argued that it did not have to show Dawson had reduced the invention to practice to prove conception.

Ronald Brown
The court said that mischaracterized the requirement. Rather, it said, “part of the conception inquiry asks whether the inventor ‘possess[ed] an operative method of making [the invention],' ” quoting Invitrogen Corp. v. Clontech Laboratories Inc., 429 F.3d 1052, 1063, 77 U.S.P.Q.2d 1161 (Fed. Cir. 2005). “[T]here is a critical difference between conceiving a way to make an idea operative and knowing that a completed invention will work for its intended purpose,” the court concluded.
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